
You’ve all been marvelously patient this 
spring and summer while Theresa Grams took 
on the job of putting out our newsletter.  And, 
although she did a great job with the March/
April issue, she now finds that life has become 
too demanding to continue with this job. Many 
thanks for her efforts!

So, I’m back and will do my best to keep 
you up-to-date on what’s happening with the 
Gallery and all us diverse artists in a timely 
fashion. The newsletter will continue to be 
posted online at www.semva.om. Generally 
it should go live no later than the 5th of the 
month.  Deadline for submissions will generally 
be the 15th of the preceding month. For 
example:

Sept/Oct deadline is August 15
Nov/Dec deadline is October 15
I love it when you send me news.  

E-mail your news and photos to me at 
shokanson@thinkcu.com.  Photos should be 
.jpg format if possible... and they should be 
“attachments”, not embedded in the email (in 
other words... I should NOT be able to see the 
photo when I open the email.  No .zip files are 
allowed by email.  Word docs are fine.  Contact 
me if you have questions about how to submit 
something.  And I always welcome handwritten 
notes and photos dropped into my file at the 
Gallery.

So let’s get this newsletter thing back up 
and running. Keep those cards and letter and 
photos pouring in!

Sandy Hokanson
500 1st Ave SE
Pine Island, MN 55963
507-356-4036 (hm)
507-536-5792 (wk)
shokanson@thinkcu.com

“The Muffin Men” Rich Peterson and 
Steve Skogen from KROC 1340 AM paid a 
visit to SEMVA Gallery on June 14th. They 
stayed for about one hour, and came loaded 
down with muffins, coffee, and “Rich & Steve” 
coffee mugs.

Rich & Steve announce each week’s 
“Muffin Men” winner on Monday morning. 
Then Tuesday mornings they deliver muffins 
and fresh coffee from Crown Restaurant plus 
a couple of “Rich & Steve” Coffee Mugs 
from KROC-AM.  On Wednesday they review  
where they went.

This is the poem Jane Belau wrote to 
bring the Muffin Men to SEMVA:

There were about a dozen artists to greet 
them on the 14th. Dave Dunn, James Carlson, 
Bob and Jacque Bonsi did a great job of 
explaining just what SEMVA is all about. 
Denison Lee took several photos.

It was a very pleasant morning, and since 
they mentioned SEMVA several times over 
three days on the radio, also good advertising 
for the Gallery. 

Jane followed up with a thank you poem 
went like this:

A special thank you to Jane Belau for her 
poems which the Muffin Men read on the radio 
on Wednesday. They also read Jane’s poem 
about Dave Dunn’s “Minnesota State Bird 
Houses”.  The talked about the fun time they 
had at the Gallery and the “pretty neat stuff” we 
have on display.  More pictures of the “Muffin 
Men” event are included inside.

COMMUNIQUE
SEMVA  

invites you to attend our

Arts•toberFest 
E V E N T S

ALL EVENTS ARE FREE & OPEN TO THE PUBLIC.

FRIDAY • OCTOBER 3rd 

Painting Demonstration  
By Sandy Hokanson
Meet Sandy and watch   as she demonstrates how she creates her acrylic paintings  
of our natural world.  Sandy will be painting between 6 - 8pm, Friday evening. 

FRIDAY • OCTOBER 10th 

Art & Hors d’oeuvres 
Our annual celebration of the arts!
Enjoy refreshments while meeting many of SEMVA’s 75 artists as they show off their  
latest creations. The party starts at 7pm, don’t miss it! 

FRIDAY • OCTOBER 17th 

Painting Demonstration  
By Denise Walser-Kolar
Watch Denise as she meticulously creates one of her incredibly detailed botanical  
illustrations. Denise will be painting between 3 - 5pm and again at 6 - 8pm on Friday.  

FRIDAY • OCTOBER 24th 

Painting Demonstration  
By Daniel Brevick
Dan’s duck stamp art has won state competitions and he’s been a finalist in the federal 
stamp program.  Dan will demonstrate his painting techniques from 6 - 8pm.


